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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 21-25 and 27 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

While examiner does not agree with the argument that there is no motivation to 
combine Reifman and Sharma, Reifman is withdrawn as a reference to belay confusion, 
and the current rejection will proceed on the merits of Sharma. 

In regards to applicants argument that Sharma does not teach the feature 
"displaying a setting screen by which an end user can set either one of a transmission 
setting and a print setting", examiner disagrees for three reasons. Firstly, "either one of 
can mean setting one or the other despite the use of the word "and"; therefore only a 
print setting or a transmission setting need be present to read on the current claim. 
Secondly, a facsimile's most common use is to be transmitted to a destination and then 
printed. Hence the facsimile setting that is readily apparent in Sharma (Figures 2, 52 
and 55) would be both a transmission and a print setting, since sending a fax usually 
involves both. And finally, the invention of Sharma involves being able to send a fax 
from any application in which printing is available. Sharma teaches that when the "print" 
key is selected (i.e. a print selection) in these applications (Column 37, lines 22-26; 
Column 7, lines 11-23), then the fax manager will become available (providing 
transmission selections). Under any one of these three interpretations the current claim 
does not overcome Sharma. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

1) Claims 21-24 and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
U.S. patent 5,452,289 by Sharma et al. 

2) Regarding claims 21 and 27, Sharma teaches a data processing method 
executed by a printer driver in a computer terminal connected to an image processing 
apparatus, said method comprising: a first accepting step of accepting a document from 
an application program executing in said computer terminal (Column 37, lines 21-26; 
the print command from unaware applications); a displaying step of displaying a setting 
screen by which an end user can set either one of a transmission setting and a print 
setting (Column 37, lines 55-59; Column 38, lines 39-40), said displaying step being 
initiated by calling the printer driver in accordance with the end user's selection of a 
printing menu of the application program (Column 42, lines 47-68); a second accepting 
step of accepting the end user's selection of the transmission setting or the print setting 
from the setting screen (Column 42, lines 61-68); a selecting step of selecting whether 
the document accepted in said accepting step is to be transmitted or printed by said 
image processing apparatus in accordance with the selection accepted from the end 
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user in said second accepting step (Column 42, lines 47-68; Figures 52 and 55); a first 
step of setting the print setting in a case where said selecting step selects that thee 
document is to be printed (Column 37, lines 22-26; Column 7, lines 11-23); a second 
setting step of setting the transmission setting including a destination in a case where 
said selecting step selects that the document is to be transmitted; a converting step of 
converting the document accepted in said accepting step into image data which is 
printable form (Figure 1; Column 42, lines 47-68); and a transferring step of transferring 
the image data converted in said converting step, and either the print setting set in said 
first setting step or the transmission setting set in said second setting step to said image 
processing apparatus to cause said image processing apparatus to print or transmit the 
image data (Figure 52). 

3) Regarding claim 22, Sharma teaches a data processing method according to 
claim 21, wherein said selecting step further comprises a selection to save the 
document accepted in said accepting step (Figure 52; Column 40, line 29). 

4) Regarding claim 23, Sharma teaches a data processing method according to 
claim 22, further comprising a saving step of saving the image data converted in said 
converting step into a memory of said computer terminal in a case where said save is 
selected in said selection step (Figure 52; Column 40, line 29). 

5) Regarding claim 24, Sharma teaches a data processing method according to 
claim 21, wherein said image processing apparatus is a facsimile apparatus, wherein 
transmission by a facsimile communication is selected in said selecting step, and 
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wherein said transferring step transfers the transmission setting including a facsimile 
destination to said facsimile apparatus (Column 42, lines 47-68). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6) Claim 25 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 

patent 5,452,289 by Sharma et al. 

Sharma does not specifically teach a data processing method according to claim 

21, wherein said second setting step includes a setting to attach a cover sheet, and said 

transferring step transfers the cover sheet and the image data to said image processing 

apparatus. 

Examiner takes official notice that attaching a cover sheet to a facsimile 
transmission is well known in the art and would have been an obvious modification at 
the time the invention was made. 



Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Benjamin O. Dulaney whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2874. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday (9am - 6pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Twyler Lamb can be reached on (571)272-7406. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 





TWYLER LAMB 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 



